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Following 3 years of implementation, the SEArica Intergroup will host the final event of the eDNAqua-

Plan, an EU funded project under the framework of Horizon Europe that aims to strengthen Europe’s 

ability to utilise DNA-based monitoring tools in its monitoring and observation efforts of aquatic 

biodiversity by proposing an aquatic eDNA FAIR-based digital ecosystem that facilitates the sharing 

and access to reference material that supports biodiversity monitoring in marine and freshwater 

ecosystems. This major project seeks to strengthen the implementation of key EU frameworks, 

including the Marine Strategy Framework Directive, the Water Framework Directive, the Biodiversity 

Strategy for 2030, Europe’s contribution to the Essential Biological and Ocean Variables (GOOS & GEO 

BON) and the EU’s broader ocean governance agenda. The project’s final event will focus on the 

scientific and policy implications of the project’s findings and its future implementation, highlight 

opportunities for EU-level uptake of aquatic eDNA-based monitoring, and contribute to ongoing 

parliamentary reflections on aquatic biodiversity protection. 
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DRAFT AGENDA 

 
Welcome and introduction by: 

• MEP Paulo do Nascimento Cabral, Member of the European Parliament, SEArica Vice-Chair 

for Fisheries, Aquaculture, Marine Biological Resources and blue Technologies 

Opening speech by: 

• Costas Kadis, EU Commissioner for Fisheries and Oceans 

eDNAqua-Plan: Achievements & Impact by: 

• Nicolas Pade, eDNAqua-Plan Coordinator 

Panel Discussion I. THE ROLE OF DNA-BASED METHODS IN EU ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY 

Moderated by Florian Lese, eDNAqua-Plan Consortium Member 

 

• MEP Paulo do Nascimento Cabral, Member of the European Parliament, SEArica Vice-Chair 

for Fisheries, Aquaculture, Marine Biological Resources and blue Technologies 

• Benjamin Jeannot, Policy Officer, European Commission 

• João Rodrigues, Head of Global Biosciences Centre of Excellence, SGS 

 

eDNAqua-Plan Recommendations & Roadmap by: 

• Katrina Exter, eDNAqua-Plan Consortium Member 

 

Panel Discussion II. IMPLEMENTATION OF A FEDERATED DNA-BASED DATA INFRASTRUCTURE  

 

Moderated by Oonag McMeel, eDNAqua-Plan Consortium Member 

 

• Alice Valentini, Head of Research, SPYGEN 

• Grégoire Dubois, Head of the European Commission’s Knowledge Centre for Biodiversity, Joint 

Research Centre 

• Pier Luigi Buttigieg, Postdoctoral research associate, Max Planck Institute for Marine 

Microbiology 

• Kristian Meissner, eDNAqua-Plan Consortium Member 

 

 

Conclusive remarks & Next steps by: 
 

• Nicolas Pade, eDNAqua-Plan Coordinator 

• MEP Paulo do Nascimento Cabral, Member of the European Parliament, SEArica Vice-Chair 
for Fisheries, Aquaculture, Marine Biological Resources and blue Technologies 


